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How to win a modern war

Israel must form a strategy at the state level (not just the military level) based on
an understanding of the enemy structure, strengths and weaknesses.

By Gal Perl Finkel / Sep. 7, 2016

When US General David Petraeus, who commanded the successful Surge campaign in
Irag, was a young platoon leader in the army 509th Airborne Battalion, and made
parachute jumps all over Europe, he trained with the French paratroopers. Then he
read Jean Lartéguy’s novel The Centurions, a realistic novel about the wars France
fought in Indochina and Algeria, a book that influenced him greatly. A passage
Petraeus particularly liked, in which Lieutenant Marindelle, a French paratrooper, is
explaining how the Vietnamese way of war was different from that of the French:
“When we make war, we play Belote with thirty-two cards in the pack. But their
game is Bridge and they have fifty-two cards: twenty more than we do. Those twenty
cards short will always prevent us from getting the better of them.

The author is the coordinator of the military and strategic affairs program and cyber-
security program at The Institute for National Security Studies (INSS). He is the
founder and operator of the blog “In the Crosshairs” on military, security vision,
strategy and practice.
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